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T
he centenary of the Palau Baró de Quadras, 
which is being commemorated in 2006, a 
hundred years after work on the building was 
completed, coincides with its designation as seat 
of Casa Àsia, which moved in here in spring 
2003. The fate of the building was at first linked 
with Manuel de Quadras i Feliu, the first Baron 

of Quadras, who commissioned Josep Puig i Cadafalch, Domènech i 
Montaner's favourite disciple, with the redesign of a pre-existing 
structure. Puig also designed the Casa de les Punxes, located a few 
meters away in Avinguda Diagonal. After Barcelona's City Council 
took over ownership of the building, it became home to the Music 
Museum and then, after its restoration in the 21st century, to Casa 
Àsia. 

Indeed, the Palau could be considered the highest expression 
of Modernista Orientalism, loaded with clichés cultivated by a 
visual and literary imagination that had not travelled to the Orient 
but rather was nourished by the fantasy fed by reading and visual 
arts. Perhaps this explains the mix of styles of different ”Orients”, 
from that of North Africa to that of the South East Asia. And 
perhaps this superimposition or combination explains the 
kaleidoscope of theatrical decor that evokes scenes of more ancient, 
distant cultures, leading visitors always to experience surprise and 
recognition of something that belongs to them. In contrast with the 

The Palau could be considered 
the highest expression of 
Modernista Orientalism

(enclosed balcony, 
high gallery, hall 
with staircase etc). Its 
originality lies above 
all in the presence of 

one of the most spectacular enclosed balconies created by 
Modernisme. The rear façade on Carrer Rosselló is more urban, in 
the style of a multi-family house that recalls the architecture of the 
Secession in Vienna.

In the building's former attic, with its northern European air, 
we now find the Mediateca de Casa Àsia, a multimedia 
documentation centre that acts as a support for the institution's 
educational activities. Here one can consult specialised material on 
Asia and the Pacific, encompassing a collection of more than 8000 
publications, a music library that brings together the bequest of 
Alain Danielou, musicologist and disseminator of knowledge of 
Asian cultures, a periodicals library and video library. On the third 
floor is the Huang He Business Centre, which Casa Àsia makes 
available to the business community as a meeting point for Spanish 
and Asian businesses. On the same floor, the Tagore Auditorium 
hosts public events, seminars and conferences. The exhibition space 

exposed brick complex of three adjoining houses that make up Les 
Punxes, similar to a medieval castle, the main façade of the Palau 
Baró de Quadras presents the typical appearance of a Gothic palace 

Contrast of the main façade (right) and the rear façade (left) clearly illustrates the combination of bourgeois mansion and block of flats typical of the Modernista period 

El contrast entre la façana principal (dreta) i la façana posterior (esquerra) il·lustra clarament la combinació de palau burgès i casa de pisos característica de l'època modernista
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